
Neurology 
Attempted 

Neurology should make first 
attempt (one coverage attending 
does not do LPs).  Our role is as 

a rescue after failure  

Coags OK? 
Consent present? 

No 

You can ask for 
neurologist or 

hospitalist to be 
present with LP kit to 
help collect specimen 

Yes 

• Consider need 
for coags 

• Obtain consent 

Lumbar Puncture Request 

Yes 

No 

                                              Yes                                       
Need opening pressure          Lateral position
  
How much volume do they need? 

Other considerations 


