
- IR refers to interventional radiology procedures requiring anesthesia                                  
- GI refers to  GI endoscopy procedures requiring anesthesia

PCR positive for COVID-19 
(asymptomatic or 

symptomatic)2

Symptoms suspicious for 
COVID &

Pending PCR result
(COVID-19 suspect)

Patient with confirmed or 
suspected COVID-191

Patient transport 
directly in to 

Surgery/Procedure 
location                 

+                            
Anesthesia 

Induction +/- 
Intubation                               

+ 
Surgery/Procedure  

performed per 
COVID/PUI 

protocol

Patient extubation if 
indicated in same 

location after 
Surgery or GI  
procedure or 

designated recovery 
room 

Patient requires  ICU 
care postoperatively

PACU RNs recover 
patient in OR, 

procedure room or 
designated recovery 

room  

Patient leaves OR or 
procedure room to 

med-surg floor

No entry into OR or 
procedure room for 

15-30 min after 
patient exit3

End-of-case OR/GI                     
COVID turnover

Patient is transported 
to ICU     

+/-                        
Extubation in ICU 

Asymptomatic patient undergoing 
aerosol generating procedures 

(AGP)    

Patient is transported to 
preop holding, anesthesia 

induced,                   
surgery or procedure 

performed in OR

Patient  transported to 
PACU after MAC 

Patient transported to  
ICU  

No delay for standard 
room turnover

End-of-case standard 
room turnover

Patients in whom a history 
cannot be obtained

Symptomatic patient 
(Not COVID-19 suspect) 

undergoing AGP

Asymptomatic or symptomatic patient (Not COVID-19 suspect) 
undergoing non-AGP with regional anesthesia or MAC 

Patient is transported to preop holding, moved to OR, 
anesthesia induced, surgery performed

Patient  transported to PACU or procedure recovery 
unit after procedure 

End-of-case standard 
room turnover

Approved by BILH OR Recovery Task-Force 
V7  Dec 11, 2020 9:44 AM

Patient transport to 
designated recovery 

room after                     
IR procedure
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BILH OR Workflow and Decontamination for Procedure or Surgery Requiring Anesthesia 

NON-AGP UNDER MAC/REGIONAL

***This includes patients who have symptoms that can be explained by non-COVID-19 conditions and 
those who satisfy conditions for Prior COVID-19

Follow IR COVID 
turnover at patient exit 

after procedure

Links to BILH policies: 
BILH Aerosol-Generating Procedures (AGP) 
BILH Interim Guidance for Patients with COVID-19: Discontinuation of Isolation and Return to Healthcare Setting

ASYMPTOMATIC TEST NEGATIVE PATIENTS OR  SYMPTOMATIC PATIENTS (Not COVID-19 suspect)

Asymptomatic patient with test 
pending undergoing AGP at 

surgery-anesthesia team discretion    

1 This includes patients on active precautions for COVID-19 and those with symptoms that cannot be 
explained by other conditions
2 Patients with a history of positive COVID-19 PCR test within 90 days before surgery are not red zone 
automatically. They may have persistent positive results on repeat testing, and can be managed in the 
yellow or green zone if they meet Discontinuation of Isolation for Patients with COVID-19  
3 Refer to CDC recommendations based on Air Changes per Hour (ACH) 
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